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Friday 6th November 2026 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
What a lovely first week back at school we have had – we have enjoyed hearing about all of the fun 
and adventures the children had over half-term.  
 
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us at the Harvest Services, where we raised £237.09 for 
Oscars. 
 
 
Candlelighters Assembly 
We had a visit from Becki from Candlelighters yesterday to celebrate our fantastic fundraising 
achievements. Becki said “The children asked some wonderful questions, and it was a real privilege 
to share how the money they have raised will make such a meaningful difference to Candlelighters 
families, like Mrs Rowntreee's. 
  
Their enthusiasm, kindness, and hard work were truly inspiring, and we are incredibly grateful for 
your support.” 
 
 
Asthma Friendly School 
We were delighted to be awarded the Asthma Friendly School accreditation this week. In order to 
receive this reward, we have self-assessed that the following Asthma Friendly Standards are in place: 
 

• The school has an Asthma Champion. 

• The school has an Asthma Policy. 

• There is a register of all children with Asthma in school. 

• The school keep an emergency inhaler and spacer. 

• The school requests a Personal Asthma Action Plan for children with Asthma. 

• The school communicates with parents/carers to keep children with Asthma safe. 

• School staff receive Asthma training and have an awareness of how to support children with 
Asthma. 
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Congratulations Mrs Jones 
Congratulations to Mrs Jones, who 
competed in the Pickleball 2026 English 
Nationals on Sunday. Her partner had to 
pull out before the games so she 
competing with Rhian, who she had 
never played with before. They qualified 
in the top two for the knock out round 
before getting knocked out. Mrs Jones 
said she was really nervous because it 
was her first competition, but it was an 
absolutely amazing experience. What a 
brilliant embodiment of our values you 
are Mrs Jones! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please spread the word to any 
families with children starting 
school in September 2027. 
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Dates for your diaries – new dates will be added in bold each week. 
 

November 2026 

Year 6 Assessment Week Monday 9th November – Thursday 

12th November 

Open Evening for New Starters 2026 Monday 9th November 2026 

4pm – 5pm 

PCSOs visit to KS1 with police van Thursday 12th November 2026 

Individual school photos Thursday 12th November 2026 

OPAL assembly introducing new equipment 

and activities 

Friday 13th November 2026 

Dance Festival Tuesday 17th November 2026 

KS2 Community Police Visit Monday 30th November 2026 

EYFS and KS1 Church Visits with Yoyo Monday 30th November 2026 

Flu vaccinations Monday 30th November 2026 

December 2025 2025 

Tree Decorating Assembly Tuesday 1st December 2026 

Year 6 Fundraising Workshops – OSCARS Wednesday 2nd December 2026 

Band Assembly Friday 4th December 2026 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

2pm 

Tuesday 8th December 2026 

Wednesday 9th December 2026 

Oscars Christmas Jumper Day and School 

Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 10th December 2026 

Choir Concert for parents Friday 11th December @ 3:30pm 

Yoyo Assembly and Workshops Tuesday 15th December 2026 

Christmas Service in Church 

Parents Welcome 

 

Thursday 17th December 2026 

EYFS and KS1 @ 10am 

KS2 @ 11am 

Open Classroom Thursday 17th December  

3:30pm – 4:30pm 

Last day of the Autumn Term Friday 18h December 2026 

 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
With very best wishes,  
 
Clare Thompson 
 
 
Attachments:  

• YIKS October Newsletter (on website) 

• SEND Central November schedule and weekly calendar (on website) 

• Parent/ Carer Safer Schools Survey 
https://york.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_39LNi3xLkCvdeWq 

 
 

https://york.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_39LNi3xLkCvdeWq
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Bee-Friendly Blossom for your Community 
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@DunningtonGIG is looking forward to returning to your school with our 6th not-for-profit 
Community Garden Trees & Shrubs Scheme. The scheme is open to parents/guardians of current 
students at host schools, current staff of host schools and residents of Stockton-on-the-Forest, 
Osbaldwick, Holtby, Warthill, Gate Helmsley and Dunnington.  
 
We’re bringing on the blossom with budget-friendly, wildlife-loving shrubs and trees to suit gardens 
of all sizes. This year, our costs are just £2.50 per shrub/tree and donations beyond costs will go to 
York Mind.  
 
To celebrate National Tree Week, we have 6 buzz-bringing beauties: Crab Apple, with sweet-
smelling, pinky-white blossom and small yellow fruits loved by birds; Pear, a favourite with wildlife 
with attractive autumn leaf colour; Plum, with early blossom providing essential early nectar for 
bees emerging from their winter sleep; Hawthorn, a biodiversity champion supporting over 300 
insects; Elder, which can be pruned as a shrub; and Dogwood (aka Cornus) which has crimson stems 
for winter interest. 
 
Pls EMAIL DunningtonGIG@gmail.com with your VILLAGE NAME to receive an invitation to order (inc 
FAQs) BEFORE OUR DEADLINE, so you can COMPLETE YOUR ORDER by our deadline at midnight Sunday 
15th November.  
 
Don’t miss out! Make a bee-line for our planet-positive, community-spirited project! 
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