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Friday 11th September 2026 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
It really has been wonderful to welcome the children and staff back to school. We have been 
unbelievably impressed with the way the children have settled into their new classes and we have 
no doubt that we are set for another great year ahead. 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our new children and their families who have joined 
Dunnington CE Primary School this year. We look forward to getting to know you and helping you to 
settle into our school community. The new reception cohort have taken everything in their stride 
and they should be so proud of themselves! 
 
I would like to take the opportunity, on behalf of everyone who works in the school, to pass on a 
very big thank you to the children and families for all the cards, letters and gifts received at the end 
of last term. They were incredibly kind and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Year 6 Johnson Class: First Week Update 

We have had a wonderful return to school in Year 6, and the children have come back maturely, 

excitedly and, it seems, a little taller! It has been lovely to see them settling back into routines with 

such a positive attitude and a strong sense of readiness for the year ahead. 

 

This week, we have dug into our new class novel, Holes by Louis Sachar, and the children have 

already shown great enthusiasm for our reading discussions. In History, we enjoyed stepping back in 

time and exploring the past with curiosity and thoughtful questions. We have also been working 

creatively in Art, sketching and making positive posters linked to perseverance and growth mindset. 

 

A particular highlight has been our ‘walking library’ lesson, where the children were able to choose 

their own independent reading books. They were excited to explore the many new books on offer, 

and it was encouraging to see how carefully they selected texts to enjoy. 

 

It has been a very positive start to the year, and I am looking forward to all that Year 6 Johnson Class 

will achieve together. 

 

Mrs Pilkington 
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Year 6 Bikeability Training 
Year 6 will be taking part in Bikeability, our cycling safety training programme, on Friday 25th 
September 2026 and Friday 2nd October 2026. 
 
Information about what children will need on these days, together with the consent to participate 
link, has been emailed home. Please ensure that you have read this carefully and completed the 
consent link for your child to take part. 
 
If you need any support with this, please let us know and we will be happy to help. 

 
Roseberry Hike 
An amazing well done to one of our 
superstars in year 2 who raised an 
amazing £190 to purchase tree 
swings for OPAL. She completed the 
hike up Roseberry on 28th August, 
racing up and leaving mum and dad 
struggling to catch up. We are all so 
proud of her! Thank you from 
everyone here at school. 
 
 
Dancing Success 
Congratulations to Riley in year 6 
who became British Junior Acro 
Champion over the summer.  
 
We love hearing about all the 
amazing achievements of our pupils 
here at Dunnington. 
 

 
 
Welcome Meetings 
Our welcome meetings will be held at 5:00pm on the following evenings: 
 

Key Stage one 
Rashford, Parks and Johnson 

Class 

Key Stage two 
Goodall and Hockney Class 

EYFS 
Earhart Class 

Tuesday 15th September @ 
5:00pm 

Wednesday 16th September 
@ 5:00pm 

Monday 28th September @ 
5:00pm 

This meeting will have a 
phonics focus. 

 

 
  
Access to these meetings will be via the main entrance to the school. Information will also be sent 
out in a class newsletter and published on the school website for those unable to attend. 
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Water Bottles  
The children are encouraged to drink plenty of water throughout the school day so please ensure 
they have a named water bottle in school. Please encourage your child to bring their bottles home 
daily for a good wash!  

 

 
Nut Aware 
Please remember that we are a nut-aware school. This is because we have a number of children in 
school who have a severe nut allergy. We therefore ask that all parents avoid putting nuts or any 
product that contains nuts into packed lunches. Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.  
 
 
Birthdays 
Children are welcome to wear non-uniform on their birthdays or on the school day that is nearest 
their birthday if it falls during a weekend/ school holiday.  
 
Occasionally children have brought treats and sweets in from holidays and birthdays to share with 
their friends. Whilst we appreciate this is a really kind gesture, some parents would rather their 
children didn’t eat sweets and others have food intolerances/allergies. We therefore request that 
children don’t bring treats into school to share.  
 
 
Bringing Cycles and Scooters to School/ Playground equipment before/ after school 
Many children bring their cycles and scooters to school, which is a brilliant, healthy form of 
transport. In order to keep everybody safe, we ask that children dismount their cycles and scooters 
before they enter the school gates and walk them to the scooter parks and cycle sheds sensibly. 
Please do not allow your child to scoot or cycle in the playgrounds before or after school.  
 
 
Parking around School  
It is really important that cars do not park/ drop-off on the double yellow lines or zig zags or block 
neighbouring driveways. Doing this makes it difficult for children to see and dangerous to cross near 
our school. Your help and consideration would be very much appreciated. For parents new to the 
school, please be aware that Hunter’s Way is a private road - please refrain from parking down that 
street. 
 
 
School Staff 
Please find below updated information on our current staff roles: 
 

 Mrs Thompson Headteacher 

EYFS Mrs Elliot 
 
Mrs Rowntree 
Mrs Downing 
Mrs Midgley 
 

Senior Leader and Reception Teacher (Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday) 
Reception Teacher (Tuesday) 
Teaching Assistants 
 

Year 1 Miss Dickenson 
Mrs Rowntree 
Miss Noble 

Year 1 Teacher (Tuesday to Friday) 
Year 1 Teacher (Monday) 
Teaching Assistant 

Year 2 Mrs Priest Senior Leader and Year 2 (Monday. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) 
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Mrs Rowntree 
 

Year 2 teacher (Wednesday) 
 

Year 3 / 
4 

Mrs Todd 
Mrs Jones 
Mrs Collins 
Mrs Kukaswadia 
 

Year 3 / 4 Teacher (Monday – Wednesday) 
Year 3 / 4 Teacher (Thursday - Friday) 
Teaching Assistants 

Year 4 / 
5 

Mr Gargiulo 
Mrs Kukaswadia 
Miss Noble 
 

Senior Leader and Year 4 / 5 Teacher  
Teaching Assistants 
 

Year 6 Mrs Pilkington 
Mrs Bradley 
 

Year 6 teacher 
Senior Leader and Year 6 Teacher (Maternity leave) 

 Mrs Lockwood HLTA – PPA cover, Year 3 maths and support in KS2 (Tuesday – 
Friday) 
 

 Mrs Parkin SENDCO (Tuesdays) 
 

 Mrs Pearce 
Miss Hutchison 

School Business Manager 
School Administrator 
 

 Mrs Boorman 
Mrs Camplejohn 
Mrs Collins 
Mrs Crossley 
Mrs Kukaswadia 
Mrs Lockwood 
Mrs Lewis 
Mrs Midgley 
Mrs Noble 
 

Play Team 

 
If you have a message for your child’s teacher, please email or call the school office 
(dunningtonprimary.school@york.gov.uk/01904 552910). The office will pass on the message and 
someone will get back to you as soon as possible. We ask that you do not contact the teacher 
directly to protect their work-life balance.  
 
 
School Choir-Calling all Y3s! (and anyone in KS2) 
Would you like to join our KS2 choir? We meet on Monday mornings at 8am for lots of fun singing 
games and learning songs from all genres. We have regular performances and it's a wonderful, 
energising way to start the week. 
 
The cost is around £20 per half term. Please email me at bek_19@hotmail.com to secure your child's 
place. Our first session this term is Monday 14th September. 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diaries – new dates will be added in bold each week. 

mailto:dunningtonprimary.school@york.gov.uk/01904%20552910
mailto:bek_19@hotmail.com
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September 2026 

KS1 Welcome Meeting Tuesday 15th September 2026 @ 

5pm 

KS2 Welcome Meeting Wednesday 16th September 2026 @ 

5pm 

Year 3/4 Boys’ Football Festival Wednesday 23rd September 2026 

Y6 Bikeability Friday 25th September 2026 

EYFS Phonics Meeting Monday 28th September 2026 @ 

5pm 

October 2026 

Y6 Bikeability Friday 2nd October 2026 

Book Fair Wednesday 7th – Friday 9th October 

2026 

Harvest Service in Church 

Parents Welcome 

Any help walking to and from church would 

be appreciated – please let your child’s class 

teacher know via the school office. 

Thursday 15th October 

EYFS and KS1 @ 10am 

KS2 @ 11am 

Disco 

5pm – 6pm KS1 

6:15 – 7:15 KS2 

Thursday 22nd October 2026 

Last Day of Autumn 1 for children Thursday 22nd October 2026 

Inset Day – no children in school 

Break up for half term 

Friday 23rd October 2026 

November 2026 

Children return to school Monday 2nd November 2026 

Individual school photos Thursday 12th November 2026 

Flu vaccinations Monday 30th November 2026 

December 2026 

Tree Decorating Assembly Tuesday 1st December 2026 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

2pm 

Tuesday 8th December 2026 

Wednesday 9th December 2026 

Christmas Service in Church 

Parents Welcome 

 

Thursday 17th December 2026 

EYFS and KS1 @ 10am 

KS2 @ 11am 

Last day of the Autumn Term Friday 18h December 2026 

 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Clare Thompson 
 
Attachments: 

• YIKS newsletter 
 
Chilldren’s Commissioner Survey 
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As children and young people return to school for the new academic year, the Children’s 
Commissioner is writing to ask for your support in making sure more pupils have the opportunity to 
take part in my national survey, The Big Future. 

The survey can be complete here:  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YGO Concert Tickets 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
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We continue to have 200 FREE tickets for children and young people to attend the YGO 
concert. Tickets are also available for teachers and parents to enable attendance at the 
concert. Apply for FREE tickets here 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/mDj2GH3A5ciYgJKW7
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SEND CENTRAL’s September 2026 offer. 
  
From 9th September our Parent Carer Forum Navigators will be back on 
reception offering a drop in 5 days a week for advice and information 
9.30-4pm. 
  
We are hosting some courses for parents and carers: 
  
Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs (SEND) from 
23rd September 12.30-2.30pm bookable via York Learning 

  
https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview
?uio_id=43366 

  
This 5-week course explores SEND and offers practical ways to support 
your child at home if they are showing behaviours that may suggest 
additional needs. Held in a friendly, open environment, it gives you the 
chance to talk with other parents, share experiences and discover new 
approaches to help your child’s development. 
 
We will look at a range of additional needs, including those linked to 
neurodiversity—such as ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, Dyscalculia and 
Dyspraxia—and explore how these differences can affect learning and 
behaviour. You’ll gain a clearer understanding of what these needs 
might look like day-to-day and how small changes at home can make a 
big difference. 
 
The course also introduces the support available to you through local 
services and the school system, helping you feel more confident 
navigating the next steps for your child. 
  
Early Start – Play Speak and Learn Together starting 
from 1st October 10am- 12pm – bookable via York Learning 

  
https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview
?uio_id=43313 

  
This course is perfect for parents, grandparents, or carers of children 
aged 1 to 4 who wish to find out how they can support their child's 
learning and development at home. 
 

https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=43366
https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=43366
https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=43313
https://book.yorklearning.org.uk/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=43313
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Handling Anger in the Family from 24th September 10am – 12pm- 
bookable via Family Matters York 

  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-family-
support-course-york-area-tickets-1991549086930?aff=oddtdtcreator 
  
A 5 week course helping you understand the emotion of anger and to 
learn positive strategies to support your child’s emotions, reducing 
conflict and lowering the temperature in family life. 
  
Our One offs this month are: 
  
Tuesday 15 September 1pm – 2pm Transitioning to Secondary 
School with an Education Health and Care Plan 

An information session led by the SEND casework team around applying 
for Secondary Schools when your child or young person has an 
Educational Health and Care Plan- this session is ideally for parents and 
carers of children who are in Year 5&6. 
  
Friday 18 September 11am - 12pm A Multi Agency Preparation for 
Adulthood Drop In 

SEND CENTRAL are hosting a multi agency drop in that consists of The 
City of York Specialist Learning & Employment Adviser (SLEA) Team 
who can advise around pathways that may be available for young 
people Post 16 in York, a Preparation for Adulthood Social work service 
manager, social worker and our NHS Transitions Nurse. 
 
Friday 25 September 10am -12pm Benefits Advice for parents and 
carers of 
children with additional needs 
To make sure you are getting all the support you are entitled to, please 
email SEND Central at SENDCENTRAL@york.gov.uk to arrange an 
appointment. 
  
Wednesday 30 September 1.30- 2.30 A guide to Annual Reviews 
when you have an Educational Health and Care Plan 

An information session led by the Team Leader Plan Writer from SEND 
team around the process of annual reviews of your EHCP. This will be 
an overview of what to expect, understanding the process with the 
opportunity for questions and answers. 
  
Think Together are running the following workshops: 
  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-family-support-course-york-area-tickets-1991549086930?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-family-support-course-york-area-tickets-1991549086930?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Wednesday 16 September 10am- 11.30am - Understanding low 
mood and introduction to CBT informed techniques to improve 
symptoms 

A workshop to support understanding low mood, identify key features 
and maintaining factors of low mood. We will discuss CBT informed 
strategies and techniques to help manage and reduce experience of low 
mood. 
  
Wednesday 23 September 10am - 11.30am What is self esteem 

A workshop to support parents/carers to learn more about self-esteem, 
how low self-esteem can present in young people and how 
parents/carers can support a young person when they may be 
experiencing low self-esteem. 
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