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Friday 19th June 2026 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
World Cup Day! 
World Cup Fever has hit the school today! Thank you to Mr Gargiulo and Mr Sellers for organising 
the tournament! I wonder which nation will emerge victorious? 
 
 
Year 5/6 Cricket Success in Richmond 
Congratulations to the players who represented the school in the North Yorkshire Cricket Finals in 
Richmond on Wednesday. The team won their first three games in the morning and one game in the 
afternoon, meaning they came second in their group. They went on to play the team who came 
second in the other group and came out victorious. This means they have qualified for the Yorkshire 
Finals – an absolutely amazing achievement. The top three teams from North, South, East and West 
Yorkshire will compete to see who is the greatest school team in Yorkshire. We will all be cheering 
on Dunnington when they compete on the 29th June at Hunslet Nelson Cricket Club! 
 
Thanks as always to the parents and Mr Gargiulo for transporting and supporting the children, and 
thanks to the children for embodying our school values throughout the day. 
 
 
Mosque Visits 
It was great to have the whole school visit the Mosque in York this week. Previously, we have found 
that children have struggled to retain knowledge about World Faiths, such as Islam, so we were keen 
to make the learning more hands on and concrete. We also think it is so important to grasp 
opportunities to widen the children’s cultural experiences. The children in every year group 
represented the school fantastically, asking brilliant questions. They enjoyed telling me about what 
they had learned when they returned to school. Thank you to the Imam and everyone from the York 
Mosque and Islamic Centre for welcoming us so warmly. 
 
 
Rainbow Run for Candlelighters 
Don’t forget to sign up for the Rainbow Run for Candlelighters by Wednesday 24th June if you want 
your child to take part. Please use this Google Form to sign up: 
https://forms.gle/sX4sEQa6zbZDbxi38  
 
We are blown away that £423 has already been raised for Candlelighters via our Just Giving Page 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/clare-thompson-2026 – thank you so much for your generosity. 
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After the event, Mrs Rowntree has arranged for Candlelighters to come in to deliver an assembly 
and present a cheque to celebrate all the money that has been raised. 
 
 
Year 4/5 PE Mrs Pilkington's Class 
As Year 4 have now enjoyed their final swimming lesson, our normal PE session will return to a 
Friday. From now until the end of term, all children in Mrs Pilkington’s Year 4/5 class should come to 
school in their PE kit on a Thursday (as usual) and Friday. The children have been reminded of this in 
class, but we would be grateful if you could please support us by ensuring they come dressed 
appropriately on these days. Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
School lunch – Tuesday 23rd June 
School lunch on Tuesday had been changed to a grab bag with either a ham or cheese sandwich as 
our catering company are not able to provide a cook. Please order in advance if you are able. 

 
 
Year 5 Residential Trip: Boggle Hole Adventures 
Written by Mrs Pilkington 
 

 
Year 5 returned from our residential trip with huge smiles, tired eyes and a wonderful collection of 
memories to share. From the moment we set off, the children embraced every part of the 
experience with enthusiasm, resilience and a brilliant sense of humour. The coach journey was filled 
with excitement, and the children treated the staff to a musical medley of pop, musical theatre and 
Christmas songs! It was an unusual but highly entertaining combination and certainly set the tone 
for the adventure ahead! 
 
On arrival at Boggle Hole YHA, after thanking our driver and waving goodbye, we carried all of our 
bags down to the site and met our YHA leader, Tom. After a picnic lunch, the children were eager to 
get started on their first mini adventure. Our first activity, the Seashore Safari, gave everyone the 
opportunity to learn about the fascinating creatures found along the coastline and how to identify 
different species. We discussed the importance of careful handling and what not to touch, then set 
off exploring. A few soggy feet were soon forgotten as everyone became fascinated by the 
environment and its inhabitants. Along the way, we also discovered some incredible fossils. Despite 
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the weather forecast, we were blessed with blue skies, which made the experience even more 
special. 
 
Afterwards, the children collected their bags and headed off to settle into their rooms. There was a 
lovely sense of excitement as everyone made themselves at home for the next two nights before we 
went down for our evening meal. Night one finished with our much-anticipated Pirate Party. The 
children made exceptional efforts with their costumes and accessories, and they threw themselves 
into pirate-themed party games with great energy. The tug of war was incredibly competitive, and 
the dance-off provided plenty of laughter, especially when the staff demonstrated some very 
amusing moves. Pass the cannon ball, using a water balloon, brought real joy and gave the children 
an excellent chance to practise their throwing, catching and dropping skills. 
 
On the first evening, everyone settled wonderfully and supported one another beautifully. Sleep 
came eventually, although there were a few early-wakers in anticipation of breakfast! Some were 
up, dressed and ready to go by 6:00am, but after gentle encouragement to enjoy a little longer in 
bed, we all made our way to breakfast ready to fuel ourselves for the day ahead. 
 
Day two began with our Forest Explorers session, where the children used the environment 
creatively. They enjoyed natural weaving, building Boggle mansions, sculpting Boggle friends, making 
mini rafts and creating potions in the giant mud kitchen. It was fantastic to see their imagination, 
teamwork and problem-solving in action. 
 
After a picnic lunch, we set off along the clifftop path, climbing the steps up and out of Boggle Hole 
cove before walking across to Robin Hood’s Bay. Along the way, we experienced what felt like every 
season imaginable: sun, wind, rain, hail and then more sun! The children learnt about the history 
and geography of the local area during a scavenger hunt tour of Robin Hood’s Bay, discovering 
fascinating features such as the signalling windows and hearing stories about the village and its 
inhabitants. A particular highlight was the children’s own sweet-smuggling challenge, which required 
them to avoid being caught by the adults. They smuggled successfully, so everyone had a sweet in 
hand by the time we reached the top of our walk. We also visited the local sweet and fossil shop and 
enjoyed treats on the way back. Thanks to the tide, we were able to walk the return journey along 
the beach, which made for a memorable finish to the afternoon. 
After our evening meal, where the teachers managed to entertain everyone with squirty cream for 
pudding, our evening entertainment was around the fire pit. There was lots of singing, chanting, 
toasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate. After such a busy day, everyone was ready for 
bed and we had an even earlier night than on the first evening. Following final goodnight checks, the 
children were settled and some were already fast asleep. 
 
Our final morning began with another round of singing as we celebrated a birthday at breakfast. We 
then packed up our luggage before enjoying our final activity session, which focused on teamwork 
and communication. The children took part in lighthouse building, lifeboat skis, phonetic alphabet 
phones, samphire flags and an explosion grid game. Tom, Mrs Pilkington, Mrs Lockwood and Mr 
Thompson then had great fun creating a storm using water, ice and wind to see which lighthouse 
would withstand the stormiest weather. 
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After thanking Tom and saying our goodbyes, the children tackled the walk back up the hill to the 
coach with humour and peer support. The return journey was much quieter as everyone was tired 
from all the fun, but the bus was filled 
with conversations about favourite 
activities and many heartfelt comments 
of, “I wish we could have stayed longer.”  
Thank you, parents, for your support, 
time and organisation, which helped 
make the trip the success it truly was. 
Mrs Pilkington, Mrs Lockwood and Mr 
Thompson were in complete agreement 
that it was a fantastic residential 
 
Thank you so much to the children for 
being so wonderful and to the grown-ups 
who had time away from their families to 
be with our children. It was wonderful to 
hear how much everyone loved it. 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary 
New dates will be added in bold each week 

June 2026 

Film Night Friday 19th June 

Year 6 residential – Low Mill Monday 22nd June – Wednesday 24th June 

EYFS Pirate Day Friday 26th June 

July 2026 

Transition morning – children spend time in 
their new classes. 

Wednesday 1st July 2026 

Rainbow Run – Raising money for 
Candlelighters 

Friday 3rd July (change of date) 

Summer Fair Friday 3rd July @ 3:15pm 

Sports Day – KS2am, KS1pm Wednesday 8th July 
(reserve date Wednesday 15th July) 

Transition morning – children spend time in 
their new classes 

Thursday 9th July  

EYFS and Key Stage 1 Bake Sale – Raising 
money for Oscars 

Thursday 9th July 

Reports out to parents Friday 10th July 

KS2 production dress rehearsal Friday 10th July 

KS2 production Monday 13th July – 1:30pm – Year 3 and 4 
Monday 13th July – 6pm – Year 3 and 4 
Tuesday 14th July – 1:30pm – year 5 and 
Tuesday 14th July – 6pm – year 5 and 6 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly and Tea Thursday 16th July – 1:30pm 

School Disco  Thursday 16th July 
Wednesday 15th July 
EYFS and KS1 – 5pm – 6pm 
KS2 6:15pm – 7:15pm 
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Leavers’ Service in St Nicholas Church (no 
parents) 

Friday 17th July – 10am 

Last day of the summer term Friday 17th July 

Disaggregated Inset Day – no children in 
school 

Monday 20th July 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Clare Thompson 
 
 
Attachments/ links: 
York Families Newsletter 
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