
Parent Welcome Meeting: 

Wednesday 24th September 2025



Mrs Tracey Elliott

EYFS Phase Leader

Class Teacher (Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri)

Mr Antonino Gargiulo

Class Teacher (Thursdays) 

PPA time will be on Monday afternoons

Reception Staff



Mrs Louise Midgley

Teaching Assistant (Mon – Fri)

Mrs Liz Downing

Teaching Assistant (Mon - Wed)

Reception Support Staff



Tonight’s Meeting

• To welcome you to Dunnington Primary 

School.

• To briefly recap on routines now that your 

child has started school.

• To give you extra helpful information and 

answer any queries you may have.

• To look at Phonics and Early Reading



EYFS Curriculum

3 prime areas of learning and development
• Communication and Language

• Physical Development

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

4 specific areas of learning and development
• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design

There are 17 Early Learning Goals – this is where we’d like 

them to be by the end of reception. Some will, some will not.             



EYFS Approach to Teaching

• A typical day will involve some direct 

teaching in groups or as a class 

(e.g. in Phonics, Reading, Maths, and also 

in ‘subjects’ like PE, RE, Computing, 

Music…)

• There will also be time when children are 

exploring and consolidating their learning 

through ‘play’ in Areas of Provision.

  



Reception Baseline

• Each child in Reception will complete the 

RBA within their first 6 weeks of school. It 

is a short practical assessment of their early 

literacy, communication, language and 

maths skills. 

• The information is used by the DfE to 

measure your child’s progress at school 

from Reception – Year 6. (Handout sent out)



School Day

• EYFS (& KS1) Start 8.45am – 3.15pm (Soft start 

from 8.40am)

• Collecting your child – do let us know if your 

child is going home with anyone other than a 

parent, whether this is a long-term arrangement 

or a one off.

• Absences – please ring before 9.15am to report 

an absence



School Uniform / Equipment

• Please name everything! 

• PE Kits – White T-shirt, black shorts/joggers, 

trainers/indoor pumps. 

    (PE will be on Thursdays currently)

• Note – Earrings must be removed for PE

• Apologies but clothes do get mixed up – just return 

and we can get the right things back to people. 



Forest Schools & OPAL

• Forest Schools will normally take place on a 

Friday afternoon this year and we aim to go out as 

much as we can in most weathers.

• We may need wellies or waterproofs for that day 

(weather dependent!) and these can be kept in 

school all half term if that is easier for you.

• OPAL lunchtimes also require wellies for certain 

activities (e.g. digging) or for if your child wants to 

play on the field on a welly day. 



School Book Bags

• There will be lots for them to bring home in book 

bags and it is an easy way to carry things home. 

Please do check them regularly to stop things 

lurking (especially once we start Forest Schools!) 

• We will put in any letters (if you haven’t yet 

signed up to the electronic system Parentpay 

emails), accident forms, pictures, etc

• Sharing Story books will also be sent home this 

way every Tuesday (This started yesterday!).



School Meals / Snacks

• Your children can have a hot meal free from the 

kitchen at lunchtime. A menu will be sent home 

each term so you can see what is available and you 

can order through Meal Manager. Alternatively, 

they can bring a pack up.

• Milk is free for all children until they reach their 

5th birthday, then it can be ordered via Cool Milk. 

A healthy snack is also provided daily.

• Water bottles available freely all day.



Could you help us? 

• To enhance our home corner, I would love to be 

able to put up family pictures of you and your 

children. If you are happy to share these, then 

they can be sent in electronically or hard copy.

• Please let us know if you have any particular 

skills / expertise or time you wish to share with 

us. We would be happy to have you in, whether 

that is to help with readers or doing something 

more specific!



Phonics

• We now use the Little Wandle scheme to teach 

Phonics (see handout).

• Phonics teaching begins from the first full week 

following baseline. We usually teach four new 

sounds a week and have a review lesson on a 

Friday. There is a list of the sounds that we are 

learning to have at home. This will help you with 

pronunciation and letter formation. (see handout).

• Further information available online for parents.
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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How many times have you 
already read today?
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This phase focuses on 
vowel digraphs, and 
some trigraphs (3 
letters, 1 sound), 
which are also taught 
with a short caption to 
help children 
remember them.
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• https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.htm
l

https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html
https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html




Talk with your child as much as you can about the book. 



Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



And Finally…

• A school year isn’t always perfect, so if you have 
any worries or concerns please come in and see 
us or email me and we will do our best to help 
you ☺

•  Ultimately we are here to provide a home / 
school partnership and we want your child to 
progress, enjoy school and be happy!

• Thank you for coming – any questions?
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