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Wednesday 17th July 2024 
 
Dear parent/ carer, 
 
I can’t quite believe we are coming to the end of this academic year and what a year it has been! I 
wanted to start by saying thank you to the whole community for welcoming me into Dunnington 
Primary so warmly. This is such a special school, filled with the most wonderful, polite, helpful, 
confident children and the most hard-working, dedicated, friendly and caring staff team you could 
ever wish for - it is a happy place and one that we should all be incredibly proud of.   
 
Goodbyes 
 
We have already said our goodbyes to the four members of staff who are leaving us in our incredibly 
special assemblies this week. 
 
Mrs Askins - you are a superhero - juggling so many jobs at once, always being there to lend a hand, 
ready to deal with any scenario that is thrown in your direction. Thank you for the support and 
friendship - and endless first aid - you have shown us all. We hope you enjoy your retirement and 
the many, many holidays and adventures you will have. We will miss you. 
 
Miss Sugden - you are a truly phenomenal teacher - you are beloved by the children who you teach - 
you inspire such confidence and such joy for learning. You will be so missed by your colleagues who 
you have been such an incredible friend to and provide with endless support. We know you will be 
just as loved and valued at your next school - they are very, very lucky to have you. 
 
Mrs Birkinshaw - you have supported so many children and staff and made such a difference to so 
many lives. You are so creative and have such a wonderful relationship with so many of the children 
in your care. We hope you enjoy your retirement and your new home - we will miss you so much but 
know it is time for you to spend some time on you rather than us. Thank you for everything. 
 
And Mrs Hancy - so much has been said already yet none of it feels enough- you are a phenomenal 
leader, who has expertly navigated the school through so many successes but also through both 
challenging and sad times. You care so deeply for the children, families and staff and you embody 
every single one of our values. It has been and is incredibly hard to say goodbye, but we are so 
honoured and privileged to have had you at the helm for so long. We have learned from the best 
and we are forever grateful for everything you have done. You cannot be replaced, you will never be 
forgotten, but we will do our very best to follow your lead and ensure that Dunnington remains such 
a special place to be.  Good luck Mrs Hancy – you will be missed more than words can ever say. 
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Goodbye Year 6  
 
We are also saying goodbye to a wonderful group of young people this week. Our current year 6 are 
such a special group - good humoured, incredibly intelligent, fiercely loyal, hard workers, amazing 
singers, confident - if not a little raucous at times! You have brought so much to Dunnington Primary 
School - thank you for letting us share your laughter, your smiles, your hard work, your enthusiasm 
and your many, many successes! Whilst it will be hard to say goodbye, you are all ready for 
secondary school. We can’t wait to hear about the adventures yet to come. 

 
Year 6 have certainly ended their time at primary school in style! 
 
Last week, year 5 and 6 put on the most wonderful production of The Adventures of Superstan. I was 
completely blown away by the quality of acting, the wonderful singing and dancing, the soloists, the 
props and the lighting. The children all showed such confidence and independence – it really was 
your show – and it was clear to see how entertained the audience was. Thank you to the year 5 and 
6 team for all your hard work and thank you to the parents/carers for supporting the children to 
learn their lines and equipping them with the most wonderful costumes. I think the stage is calling 
for some of our incredibly talented children. 
 

  
Year 6 also celebrated their last week in primary school with a trip to York Maze yesterday. Despite 
the rain, Miss Dickenson said they had the most fabulous day. Thank you to the PTA for part-funding 
the trip and for the volunteers who supported on the day. As always, we couldn’t have done it 
without you! 
 

 
 
 



PTA  
 
This week, Laura and Kirsty are stepping down from their role as co-chairs of our PTA. In recent 
weeks, the positive impact of the PTA is so clear to see. Not only do they run amazing events, loved 
by the children, but they have funded school trips and so many resources for classrooms. They are 
just embarking on a project with Mrs Priest to revamp our library and create a hub space in school. 
We are so grateful for everything Laura and Kirsty have done – their amazing organisation, their 
drive and their endless support. You will both be missed.  
 
 
Sports Day 
 
KS1 were finally able to have their sports day last Thursday.  Each child took part in three races – a 
sprint, a novelty race and a relay. It was wonderful to see the children displaying such 
sportsmanship, cheering each other on enthusiastically. Thank you to all of the parents and carers 
who were able to watch and to all of the KS1 staff. 
 
The scores for KS1 sports day had Rowntree (yellow) in first place, Craven (green) in second, Tuke 
(red) in third and Terry (blue) in fourth.  
 
However, after totalling the scores from both sports days, Craven House came out as the clear 
winners! Well done to everyone. 
 
 
Oleksii’s fundraiser 
 
A huge well done to Okeksii and his friends in year 5 who wove tirelessly to raise money for the 
children’s hospital that was bombed in Ukraine. In addition to the donations raised online, a further 
£278 was donated in cash. We are so proud of you Oleksii – your determination to help is something 
you should be so proud of. 
 
 
Staff News 
 
This week we interviewed for a year 1 teacher to teach the class on a Thursday and Friday. We were 
delighted to appoint, Mrs Shegobin. She will come into school tomorrow to meet the children in 
reception and she will spend some additional time in school in September to ensure that a thorough 
handover takes place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Important Announcements for next year: 
 
Changes to the school day from September 
 
We have made the decision to switch the start and finish times for EYFS/KS1 and KS2. From 
September, they will be as follows: 
 

 Start Time Finish Time 

EYFS and KS1 8:45am 
(Soft start means doors would be open 
from 8:40) 

3:15pm 

KS2 8:55am 3:25pm 

 
There are numerous reasons behind this decision – we feel the younger children would benefit from 
being in earlier so that more can be fitted in in the morning when they are most ready to learn. We 
feel the older pupils would benefit more from a longer afternoon as it would mean lessons could be 
more easily fitted in. We also feel this would enable our KS2 pupils to be more punctual, allowing us 
to have a softer start in the morning. 
 
 
School uniform and PE days from September 
 
From September, we would like the children to come in their PE clothes on the days they do PE in 
school, rather than getting changed whilst in school. We feel this will ensure the children have more 
time to do PE sessions and we also hope this will mean that children are dressed appropriately for PE 
sessions – we are finding that currently some children regularly do not have PE kit, or the kit they 
bring in is not school uniform. 
 
We will confirm what days of the week PE is in September – each class will have two PE days.  
 
In order for this to work, it is important that children wear the correct uniform on both PE and non-
PE days.  
 
As a reminder, the uniform is as follows: 
 
School uniform: 

• dark grey or black school trousers, skirts, pinafore skirts or shorts (not sports trousers) 
• a school sweat top or cardigan in red or blue* 
• a white, red or blue polo shirt or school shirt* 
• a summer dress (optional) in red or blue check/stripes 

** these items can bear the school logo and can be purchased from School Shop (https://school-
shop.co.uk/ see flier below). However, there is no expectation that the school logo is worn 

Clothing for Physical Education: 

• Black Shorts/ jogging bottoms 
• White T- Shirt 
• Black hoodie or sweatshirt (non-branded) 

 

https://school-shop.co.uk/
https://school-shop.co.uk/


Footwear: 

• To reduce costs and to ensure children can play safely, children can either wear sensible 
school shoes (black) or training shoes appropriate for sport. These should be dark and 
unbranded. They must wear trainers on PE days. 

Jewellery: 

• Earrings should be plain studs. These need to be removed for PE sessions. 

• Watches and fitness trackers (no smart watches) can be worn but must be removed for PE. 

• No necklaces, bracelets or rings should be worn. 

 
Birthdays at school 
 
From September, we will no longer be having birthday assemblies in KS1. However, we would like to 
invite children to wear their own clothes on their birthday (only if they would like to of course). If 
your child’s birthday falls on a holiday or at a weekend, they can wear their own clothes on the day 
of the week that falls nearest to their birthday. 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 
New dates will be added in bold each week 
 
July 2024 

Frozen Fridays 
Ice lollies on sale for 50p in both playgrounds 

Every Friday until the end of term 

Afternoon tea and year 6 leavers’ assembly Thursday 19th July – 2pm 

PTA Disco Thursday 18th July 

Year 6 Leavers’ Service – school staff and pupils 
only 

Friday 19th July 

Year 6 T-Shirt signing Friday 19th July 

Last day of term for pupils Friday 19th July 

Disaggregated Inset Day – school closed for 
pupils 

Monday 22nd July  

 
2024-2025 (more dates will be added in the Autumn Term) 
 
September 2024 
 

Inset Day – School closed for pupils Monday 2nd September  

Inset Day – School closed for pupils Tuesday 3rd September  

First day of the Autumn Term for pupils Wednesday 3rd September  

Year 5 and 6 Welcome Meeting for parents Tuesday 10th September 6pm 

Year 1 and 2 Welcome Meeting for parents Wednesday 11th September 6pm 

Year 6 Victorian Day Tuesday 17th September  

Year 5 Trip to Murton Park Wednesday 18th September 

Year 1 and 2 trip to Harlow Carr Wednesday 18th September  

EYFS Welcome Meeting for parents Wednesday 18th September 6pm 



Year 3 and 4 Welcome Meeting for parents Thursday 19th September 6pm 

Whole School Lego Day Wednesday 25th September  

Parent Consultations Teachers will be available on 2 out of the 3 
dates, to be confirmed nearer the time. 
Tuesday 22nd October (until 7pm) 
Wednesday 23rd October (until 6pm) 
Thursday 24th October (until 6pm) 

Last day of half-term Friday 25th October  

School re-opens for pupils Monday 4th November 

Tree decorating assembly Monday 2nd December 

Flu immunisations Tuesday 3rd December 

EYFS and KS1 Nativity Tuesday 10th December 2pm 
Wednesday 11th December 2pm 

Christmas Services at St Nicholas’ Church 
Parents Welcome 

Friday 20th December  
10am EYFS and KS1 
11am KS2 

School closes for Christmas Friday 20th December 2024 

 
I hope you all have the most wonderful summer. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Clare Thompson 
 
Attachments: 

• York Summer HAF programme 

• Parent carer newsletter 

• Tiny Happy People Playtime Challenge 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 


