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Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading:
change lives
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'Information about how we teach phonics
* Information about how we teach readlng

* Supporting at home



A love of reading is the biggest

indicator of J‘uture academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
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Phonics



New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics was released, which has meant a change
(for the better) in the way in which we teach phonics and reading at school, ensuring
complete consistency throughout school.

Our school, as you know, chose Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as our systematic
synthetic phonics (SSP) programme to teach early reading and spelling.

Why Little Wandle?

Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency throughout school

Every aspect of phonics & reading included in a detailed, thorough & systematic approach
Engaging resources without distracting from the learning

Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children requiring extra help

Useful support for parents
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making connections between the sounds
of our spoken words and the letters that

are used to write them down.
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Phonics
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Phonics — Phase 2 (Autumn)
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In Reception we start — —
with Phase 2. Phonemes | S (S
are taught in a set
order, which has been
planned to help children
start to read words
quicRly.

_ittle Wandle has a
plcture mnemonic to
nelp children remember
the phoneme/grapheme.




Phonics — Phase 2 (Autumn)

By the end of Phase 2,
we have learnt a sound
for every letter of the
alphabet and we also
start to introduce
digraphs (2 letters, 1
sound).

These are consonant
digraphs, and there is a
phrase to help children

remember them.
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Phonics — Phase 3 (Spring)
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In Spring term, we
start on Phase 3.

This phase focuses on
vowel digraphs, and
some trigraphs (3
letters, 1 sound), which
are also taught with a
short caption to help
children remember
them.

hook a book




Phonics — Blending for reading

During sessions, we use sound buttons on -
= (i)
words to help us sound talk and blend to {f &
read.
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Phonics — Tricky Words
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We also look at
Tricky Words.

These are words that
do not follow the
rules and cannot be
decoded.

Children are taught
which part of the
word is tricky to help
them.



Gradually, the children will learn the entire alphabetic code,
which will enable them to become fluent readers.

In a typical session, we will:
GPCs, words and tricky words already learnt
a new sound
oral blending and then blending to read new words

using our new sound

a new tricky word

what we have learnt to reading a new sentence and
segment for spelling words
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There are several steps
for teaching the
children to spell. We
focus on teaching the
children to:

* say the word.

* segment the sounds.
* count the sounds.

e write them down.
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Phonics — Assessment and ‘Keep Up’
LE-IS-LEMEL%OI\SIMS%ND
We assess the children every 6 weeks on what they have

learnt that half term. The results of these assessments are used to
allocate books for reading and also to determine if any keep up
sessions are needed.

Keep up will either happen on
a 1:1 basis or in a group
session, depending on needs.
The children are then
reassessed after 3 weeks to
check the gap is closing.
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Phoneme

Grapheme Blend

Segment

Digraph

Trigraph

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk
/resources/for-parents/



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Reading



We all know how important learning to read is and
the impact it has on a child’s success, but for that to
happen, it has to be a positive experience.

We know that readlng underpins children’s access to
the curriculum and it clearlg impacts on their
achievement throughout school.

Because of that it's important to look at the bigger

picture:

* We want ALL of our children to love reading

* We want reading to be enjoyable

* We want children to read for pleasure and to
become lifelong readers




Reading
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Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of i
GPCs (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences) and are confidently

blending, they will be ready for reading books.

Prior to this they may have wordless books, which develop great
language skills and teach children the layout of books and how to

nandle books.
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There is quite a big difference now to &=
the way in which readlng used to be I8
taught.

8

I'Look for Mark

Little Wandle Reading practice
sessions are:

Animal Tricks:

e timetabled 2-3 times a week Sticking
* taught by a LW trained teacher ~ | Power
B ‘Samantha Mﬁtgo&erie

* taught in small groups




How do we teach reading in books?

The 3 sessions concentrate on
different things each time; however,
each one starts with a quick review

of the GPCs and tricky words which

they will encounter in the book.

I'Look for Mark

Susan Frame

1. Decoding — working out what the RM s
words say il Sit Sit
_ i i i A | r
2. Prosody — reading with expression AR
3. Comprehension — understanding |

what is be'mg read o

Animal Tricks:
Sticking
Power

Samantha Montgomerie



We use assessment to match your
child to the right level of book

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Reception
Child assessment

Autumn 1
m a p C 0
S g k u h
L t n r f
d ck e b |
sat man hug red peck




Reading a book at the right level
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This means that your child should:

* Know all the sounds and tricky
words in their phonics book well.

* Read many of the words by silent
blending (in their head) — their
reading will be automatic.

* Only need to stop and sound out
about 5% of the words by the
time they bring the book home —
but they should be able to do this

on their own.




Reading at home



Listening to your child read their phonics book

You will access the decodable readers via the ECollins virtual library. All™ |
logins have been sent out. Please let us know if you are having any problems
with the site, or report direct to ECollins.

. Y h' ld h ld b b l d h . ﬁ Email - Elliott, Tracey - Outlo. X ‘ & Shared with me - Google Dr X ‘ ’ Qur Curriculum | Dunningtor X ‘ 9 httpsy/fwww.littlewandlelett: X Collins ebooks X + 2 - g X
O ur C l S O u e a e to re a t e lr C 8 ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/indexhtmi?version=1.0.216.1 P % o :
i ebOOkS Getthe app: .' P + Q :
ecoaable boorR without your neip.
Library 4 books) are available Series: Al v Band: Al v SortBy: LastRead Vv Searchbooks  Q

* If they can’t read a word, encourage
them to sound talk and blend it and
read it to them.

e TJalk about the book and celebrate

thelr SUccess. https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html



https://ebooks.collinsopenpage.com/wr/index.html

Reading Books at home o

Sharing story
book chosen from
our class library.

Decodable reader

accessed online -

via the ECollins
virtual library.

Jlia Dorabdson  Axel Schegfler ‘
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‘Sharing Story’ books
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To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for | SOUNDs
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pleasure, so, as well as the Big Cat LW decodable reader, your
child will also bring home a ‘sharing story’ book from our class
library each Tuesday. (Note: They must return the previous

week’s book to get the next one). They choose these books B
themselves and there is a mix of genres for them to enjoy. | L

=
We know that your child may not be able to read this book & L »
independently but these books offer a wealth of opportunities. O

Talk with your child as much as you can about the book.
Introduce new and exciting language, encourage your child to TN
use new vocabulary, describe things you see, and have fun  —  yarisses ? dirforest™ ;
using different voices to make the story sound exciting. f., " AN|MA|_§» \

The only aim of this book is to foster a love of reading.



What else can parents do?
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Please look at the Little Wandle videos and quidance for parents

Support children in learning the alphabetic code and tricky words

Phase 3 sounds taught in
Reception Spring 1

Log in weekly to the ECollins site and let your child “show off”

their reading to you. Celebrate and praise them all the way!

Read the ‘Sharing Story books with your children for pleasure.


https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc

Any questlons?

One of the greatest gifts adults can
give is to read to children

Carl Sagan




